
 

 

 

 

 

 
BECOMING A COACH WITH MORPETH TOWN JUNIORS 

 
Thank you for expressing an interest in becoming a coach at Morpeth 

Town Juniors.  As a fully volunteer run organisation, then without 
volunteers and parents stepping forward to help run teams we 

wouldn’t be able to get children playing football for the club.  Your 
interest is very much appreciated. 

 
It must be stressed that taking on the role of a coach is a 

commitment that involves time and effort, but it can be a very 
rewarding role both in terms of the technical coaching side and in 
helping and shaping young children’s development as individuals – 

both on a sporting and personal level. 
 

In this pack, we provide you with some basic information and 
requirements about the role as well as providing pointers and 

guidance on how the club can support your efforts as a team coach.  
There is also information about the club, key contacts within the club 

and the leagues the club plays its games in. 
 

Thank you once again for expressing an interest.  We really hope you 
enjoy your role as a coach with Morpeth Town Juniors. 

 
 

Morpeth Town Juniors F.C.  
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ABOUT MORPETH TOWN JUNIORS 
 

There have been junior football clubs in Morpeth for many years, but 
the growth in junior football has seen the club grow to its current 

size and status – an FA Charter Standard club.   
 

In recent history, there were two junior clubs in Morpeth – FC 
Morpeth Juniors and Morpeth Town Juniors.  The latter shared a 

name but was not connected in any way to the town’s senior team. 
 

Then, in 2009, agreement was reached for the two clubs to merge 
and Morpeth Sporting Club was the name adopted for the new club.  
This coincided with a period of growth for the club with new teams 
starting and the formal introduction of junior girls’ football to the 

club. 
 
 
 

 
 



Finally, during the summer of 2015, the chairman of Morpeth Town 
FC approached the club seeking a closer relationship with the junior 

club.  Free entry to Morpeth’s home games was granted to any 
junior club member wearing a club jacket whilst the junior club 

gained better access to Craik Park – it provided a base for the club 
which hadn’t any location to call its home. 

 
There was also a desire to create a single identity for football in 

Morpeth and agreement was reached to rename the club Morpeth 
Town Juniors, adopt the amber and black colours of the senior club 
and establish that new identity for the start of the 2016-17 season. 

 
The timing could not have been better.  With Morpeth Town’s 

fantastic FA Vase victory at Wembley in May 2016 it provided huge 
awareness of football in the town.  The new club was launched 

amidst the general goodwill and further growth was seen during the 
close season. 

 
In recent seasons, the club has run around 30 separate squads from 

U7s to U18s, plus a Morpeth Minis training squad for the 4-6 age 
group and an FA Wildcats centre to further develop girls’ football.  

More children than ever are playing junior football in the town and 
more volunteers are needed to help run those teams. 

 

 



YOUR ROLE AS A COACH 
 

The vast majority (if not all) of the coaches at the club are parents of 
children in their squad.  The club’s ethos is not elitist and it tries to 

provide football for children of all ability – even if it is in the role of a 
training member only. 

 
Nevertheless, it does not lessen the importance of the role of coach 

and with it comes some important pre-requisites. 
 

1) DBS Certificate (formerly known as CRB).  Before any person / 
parent assumes the role of a coach, it is necessary to obtain a DBS 
certificate via the club.  It is a straightforward process largely done 
online and is paid for by the club.  I’m sure most people are familiar 

with this certificate as it is a requirement in many people’s 
workplaces and in other areas of volunteering.* 

 
2) Safeguarding Children Course – As a coach within a junior 

football club, you hold a very responsible position, responsible for 
the welfare of children you are coaching.  This 3 hour course will 

provide you with the knowledge to support participants to create a 
fun, safe and positive environment and importantly, ensure you are 

aware how to identify and report any concerns about a child’s 
welfare.**  

 

3) Emergency First Aid - Awarded by the Football Association, this 
short 3 hour course provides club coaches and volunteers with the 
crucial basic skills in Emergency First Aid including resuscitation and 

life-saving skills.** 
 

4) FA Level 1 in Coaching Football Course - Leading to the 
achievement of the 1st4sport Level 1 Award in Coaching Football 

qualification, provides learners with an introduction to coaching the 
game and working with players from under 7 to open age.  

 



* Renewable every three years 
** Both courses form part of the Level 1 Coaching Football Course, 

but are renewable every three years. 
 

5) FA Licensed Coaching Club – Upon completion of the Level 1 
qualification, you are eligible to join the FA Licensed Coaching Club. 

 
http://www.northumberlandfa.com/coaches/development-and-

courses/fa-coaching-licence 
 

Morpeth Town Juniors will fund the cost of all of the above courses 
and are considered the expectation of coaches within the club. 

 
Beyond these basic requirements, opportunities exist for coaches 

who want to develop their coaching knowledge via more extensive 
coaching courses, online courses or those wanting to undertake 

specialised coaching courses (e.g. goalkeeping courses).   There is a 
huge amount of resource open to coaches to develop themselves, all 

based around the FA’s England DNA Initiative.  
 

http://www.thefa.com/learning/england-dna 
 

 
 

Most courses are delivered locally at the headquarters of 
Northumberland FA (Whitley Road, Benton) or football centres such 

as Goals at Gosforth Park. 

http://www.northumberlandfa.com/coaches/development-and-courses/fa-coaching-licence
http://www.northumberlandfa.com/coaches/development-and-courses/fa-coaching-licence
http://www.thefa.com/learning/england-dna


CLUB CONTACTS AND OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

It is important that you are supported in your role as a new coach.  
Ideally, there should be two coaches running a team, but certainly as 

a minimum, one coach plus someone helping on administrative 
matters who can oversee coaching sessions (a second adult present). 

 
As a club coach, you attend club full committee meetings (three 

times yearly) at which news and information is shared and it allows 
coaches to mix and for guidance and good practice to be shared – 
coach the coach sessions are organised from time to time at both 

club and county FA level. 
 

Occasionally, the club may be able to offer mentoring support to 
new coaches, but advice and guidance can be sought from a number 

of people within the club – details of which can be found on the 
club’s website www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk 

 

https://www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk/contact-us 
 

 
 

http://www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk/
https://www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk/contact-us


OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS / WEBSITES 
 

Northumberland FA – www.northumberlandfa.com 
The FA – www.thefa.com 

 
Whilst coaching basics and principles are delivered via the FA and 

there is a specific strategy laid down via the many FA resources, the 
club would encourage coaches to do their own research to develop 
their coaching knowledge and to source age appropriate coaching 

plans and exercises. 
 

There are a number of very good videos / guides available on the 
likes of You Tube to assist coaches in improving their knowledge and 

deliver well planned sessions for their team. 
 

PINPOINT RECRUITMENT FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
 

 
 

All of the club’s teams play in the above league. (see 
http://www.pprfl.co.uk/) 

 
They run a Charter Standard League in accordance with the FA’s 

youth football / age appropriate structure covering football from U7s 
to U19s. 

 
U7s / U8s – play 5-a-side games 

U9s / U10s – play 7-a-side games 
U11s / U12s – play 9-a-side games 

U13s and above – play 11 a side games 
(all with appropriate sized pitches / goals and game durations)* 

* game structure varies slightly for Girls’ football. 

http://www.northumberlandfa.com/
http://www.thefa.com/
http://www.pprfl.co.uk/


 

 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

Thank you again for expressing an interest in becoming a coach with 
Morpeth Town Juniors.  Hopefully the information contained here 
will have been of some use, but it is important to maintain contact 

with the club to ensure you get the right advice and guidance 
required to being a good coach. 

 
As was said earlier, it is a commitment, but the club will support 

coaches in their coaching and personal development.  How far you 
take the coaching is a choice for you, but the club would encourage 
individuals to take advantage of all the support and course content 

available to them.  The club will back those coaches wanting to 
undertake more advanced FA coaching courses to enhance their 

coaching ability at the club. 
 

Good luck and most importantly, enjoy it! 


